
field crews.  In fact, our commitment to our staff
allows us to assemble the professional field crews with
unmatched, unrivaled talent and longevity to skillful-

ly tend to your trees and shrubs.

Plants are like infants, they have
their own requirements which
must be met regardless of the
schedule of those around them.
For example, many trees can
only be transplanted in the first
few weeks of Spring before the
onset of growth.  Others, like
birch or elms, require precisely
timed applications to keep them
healthy.  By working with our
clients to perform as much tree
pruning as possible during the
ideal dormant period, we gain
the additional benefit of being
available to tend to your trees’
other needs at precisely the
proper time.

Planning your
tree care to be
accomplished
during the winter
provides the
greatest benefit
to your trees and
optimal service and value to you.  If we have not yet
reviewed your property, please let us know.

WINTER 2003
NEWSLETTER FOR THE 
CLIENTS AND FRIENDS OF
HARTNEY GREYMONT
TREE AND LAWN SPECIALISTS 
AN EMPLOYEE OWNED 
COMPANY leaflet
The dormant season is the preferred time for prun-

ing most shade and ornamental trees.  Dormancy
refers to the time after the leaves have fallen in

the fall, and before the new
leaves emerge in the spring.
There are a variety of benefits
provided by performing pruning
operations during this period.

Foremost, work is completed
with less disruption at a time
when the yard is less intensely
used.  Further, because the
ground is firm and perennials are
dormant, work can proceed more
efficiently—a saving of both time
and money.

Trees respond to dormant prun-
ing with a consistent growth
response. Moreover, dormant
pruning is a stimulating process.
Pruning wounds often close
faster when made in the winter
than those made in the summer.
Also, there is less disease and
insect presence during the bio-
logically quiet dormant season.

Additionally, because the foliage
is not in the way, pruning during
the dormant season allows our arborists to more quick-
ly evaluate the structure of the tree and identify any
needed modification.  Efficiency is also increased
because the limbs weigh less and are more easily 
handled without the substantial weight of the foliage.

Obviously, year round employment is a requisite for all
of us.  Mortgage, rent, auto loan, and tuition payments
all fail to recognize nature’s seasonality.  Accordingly,
Hartney Greymont needs to provide work all year
round for our experienced and talented arborists and
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Proper pruning requires experience and skill. It
can be as basic as the removal of deadwood or as
complex as bonsai.  From the mundane to the

intricate one critical fact remains—the need for prun-
ing cuts to be made properly.  How pruning cuts are
made is as important as what is removed.  To avoid
damaging the tree while removing limbs, our arborists
often prune branches using a three-cut system.  This
method reduces the weight of the limb and prevents
the bark from ripping or tearing.  Additionally, this
technique protects the branch collar where beneficial
callus tissue will form to close the pruning wound.  

In this method the first cut (A) is made on the under-
side of the branch several inches from the branch 
collar.  The second cut (B) is made from above, slightly
beyond the first cut and will cause the branch to break
off.   The final pruning cut (C) removes the stub to 
just outside the branch collar.  This technique allows
for proper removal of any size branches without 
damaging the tree. 

The dormant
season is the
ideal time to uti-
lize this practice.
Of course,
Hartney
Greymont will
be pleased to
help you prune
and care for
your valuable
trees and land-
scape.
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Improper pruning cut. If a heavy limb is not
undercut, it may “peel” back, tearing bark
and vascular tissues of the parent limb.

Soil tests are a valuable tool to gather critical infor-
mation about the soil which supports your trees
and plants.  We are sampling soil on as many

clients’ properties as possible this winter.  We should
collect  samples if we have not sampled soils on your
property in the past three years.  Taking samples in the
off-season provides a quicker laboratory response, and
allows us the opportunity to have corrective action in
place prior to the active growing season.

Soils are analyzed for a variety of information includ-
ing pH, organic matter content, as well as the presence
of the 16 essential plant elements.  Soil acidity, or pH,
is a common problem we discover when testing soils.
Frequently, soils require conditioning agents to 
raise pH, or to lower pH in order for plants to grow
optimally.

Based on the results of the test, we will prescribe rec-
ommended corrective treatments, if necessary.

Branch collar
Branch collar

B
C

C

A 

Proper pruning principles. The first cut
(A) undercuts the limb. The second cut (B)
removes the limb. The final cut (C) should
be just outside the branch collar to remove
the resultant stub.

Proper Pruning Principle

Dormant Season Soil Tests

A recent
properly
pruned limb

Callus tissue
forming from
branch collar
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On November 10th, in celebration of Veterans
Day, the entire Hartney Greymont company
descended upon the Veterans Administration

Hospital West Roxbury campus.

We planted several new trees, and pruned and fertil-
ized many existing mature shade trees to help pre-
serve and protect them for the future.  Approximately
$30,000 in labor, equipment, and materials were
donated to improve the beauty and safety of the
grounds.  Robert Sullivan, Director of Grounds, was
very enthusiastic and appreciative, “Hartney
Greymont did a great job and we will be reaping the
benefits of their work for years to come.” According
to Mr. Sullivan, “the Hartney Greymont arborists and
crews saw lots of things the layman would never
notice and they knew exactly how to take care of
them.  We were very happy to get their offer, and ever
happier when we saw the type of quality work they
were doing.”

Hartney Greymont has a history of giving back to the
communities in which we live and serve.  It was an
honor for each of us to participate in this latest effort,
to show our appreciation for those who have sacri-
ficed for our country.  

If you know of a site which might benefit from a
donation of our services please let us know.

Giving Thanks to Our Veterans
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Unexpected Guests

Many area homes were invaded by dozens of
large light brown insects this Fall.  Surprised
homeowners dealt with large numbers of

Western conifer seed bugs seeking indoor shelter.

Although not rare, the Western conifer seed bug was
especially prolific this year.  Bob Childs, entomologist
at the University of Massachusetts, tells us that the
wet summer weather is likely responsible for the 
population explosion.

Western conifer seed bugs feed on the maturing cones
and seeds of over 30 species of trees including pine,
fir, spruce, holly and arborvitae.  However, they do
not harm trees in any way.  As cold weather
approaches they seek warm, dry places to spend the
winter.  It neither stings nor bites, feeds or breeds
indoors.  It is strictly a nuisance pest.

Be careful not to crush the bugs as you remove them
from your house.  Their well-earned common name is
stinkbug, because if handled or crushed they release a
very disagreeable odor.  This odor is their natural
defense against predators, but is not harmful to
humans.  It is, however, quite an offensive smell.

Western conifer seed bugs can become a continuing
nuisance in some areas.  Should this be the case, we
can arrange to treat the trees around your house
during the growing season, which will eliminate
the problem.

Hartney Greymont, Inc.
433 Chestnut Street
Needham, MA 02492
Telephone 781.444.1227
www.hartney.com
e-mail: trees@hartney.com

Did You Know?
Hartney Greymont provides:

LANDSCAPE SERVICES
• Design 
• Planting
• Large Tree Moving

TREE AND SHRUB CARE SERVICES
• Shade and Ornamental Tree Pruning
• Shrub Pruning
• Cabling and Bracing
• Tree and Shrub Fertilization
• Insect and Disease Diagnosis/Control
• I.P.M. and Plant Health Care Programs

LAWN CARE SERVICES
• Fertilization, Weed, Insect and 

Disease Control Programs
• I.P.M. Lawn Health Care Program
• Seed and Sod Installations
• Over-Seeding, Aeration, Thatching
• Organic Treatment Programs
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GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION
If you are not satisfied with any treatment or completed job, let us know. 
We will resolve the situation to your satisfaction; no questions about it. 
Our goal is to not only make sure your trees, shrubs, and lawn are as 
healthy as possible, but also to provide you with the peace of mind 

a satisfaction guarantee can bring.

ANDOVER   CONCORD   NEEDHAM

Hartney Greymont accepts payment through
VISA, Mastercard, Discover and American
Express credit cards.

Notify your arborist when you schedule work
and he will see that your credit card is debited
in lieu of invoicing when work is completed.

www.hartney.com
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